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Compiled from

101 Best Web Sites for District Leaders
Susan Brooks-Young

ISTE, 2004
http://www.iste.org/bookstore/detail.cfm?sku=101wdl
This Hotlist provides a sample of the sites included in the book 101 Best Web Sites for District Leaders. The list is correlated to the National Educational Technology Standards for Administrators (NETS*A)

Standard I. Leadership and Vision

Standard II. Learning and Teaching

Standard III. Productivity and Professional Practice

Standard IV. Support Maintenance, and Operations

Standard V. Assessment and Evaluation

Standard VI. Social, Legal, and Ethical Issues

Business–Categories include: Facilities/Infrastructure; Finance; Food Services; Purchasing; and, Transportation.
1. U.S.Communities: Government Purchasing Alliance (www.uscommunities.org)  

School districts may purchase items through this nonprofit organization. A wide array of products are available including office and school supplies, furniture, technology, janitorial supplies, carpet and flooring, and office machines. (Standard IV)
Educational Services–Categories include: Bilingual Education; Curriculum and Instruction; Early Childhood Education; Grant Writing; Pupil Personnel; Special Education; Special Projects; Technology; Testing, Assessment, and Research.
2. National Center for Educational Statistics (NCES) (http://nces.ed.gov/practitioners/administrators.asp) 

This site provides reports of statistical information about K-12 education in the United States. The site also offers tools that administrators can use to facilitate accessing and using the data. (Standards I and V)

3. Regional Educational Laboratories Network (www.relnetwork.org) 

The Regional Educational Laboratories (REL) Network consists of 10 regional laboratories located around the country. Supported by the U.S. Department of Education, Institute of Education Studies, the labs work with educators in their regions on issues of school reform and improvement. In addition, each lab takes the lead nationally in one or more leadership areas. The labs offer low- and no-cost resources through their online network. (Standards I, II, III, IV, V, and VI)
4. Technology Information Center for Administrative Leadership (www.portical.org) 

This site targets school administrators and their technology needs. Hundreds of resources reviewed by experienced educators are available including a searchable database of Web sites, articles, narrated PowerPoint presentations, and ready-to-use productivity tools. (Standards I, II, III, IV, V, and VI)
General
5. U.S. Department of Education (www.ed.gov)  
The recently revamped U.S. Department of Education Web site is easier to navigate than in the past. Changes continue to be made that should make the site even more user friendly. Information about federal education initiatives is now available in five areas: Grants & Contracts; Financial Aid; Research & Statistics; Policy; and Programs. There is also a tab called Administrators, which leads to an area for site- and district-level leaders. (Standards I, II, IV, V, and VI)
Personal Productivity
6. Land-Grant Training Alliance Online Lessons (http://www.lgta.org/lessons.html) 
Sponsored by North Dakota State University, this site offers free tutorials for computer users who want to learn how to use various applications including Microsoft programs such as Word, Excel, Access, and PowerPoint. There are also tutorial that address use of the Internet and email. 
(Standard III)

Personnel–Categories include: Human Resources; Professional Development; and Teacher Quality.
7. American Association of School Personnel Administrators (www.aaspa.org) 
The American Association of School Personnel Administrators (AASPA) is a professional organization for school personnel and human resources staff. The purpose of the organization is to provide resources to members to help them work more effectively. Nonmembers will find useful information in: Career Net; Publications; and What’s New. (Standard I)
Social, Legal, and Ethical Issues
8. Public Education Network (www.publiceducation.org)  

This national organization strongly supports public education and promotes school reform in low income areas through public demand and engagement in the reform process. The challenges tackled by the Public Education Network (PEN) often relate to social, legal, and ethical issues or concerns. The site includes links to publications, tools, and other online resources. (Standards II, V, and VI)
Superintendent’s Office–Categories include: Advocacy; Leadership; and Working with Boards of Education.
9. Federal Register (www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/)  
The Federal Register publishes daily notices about rules, proposed rules, and executive orders and documents. Notices from governmental agencies, including program and grant information, are also published daily. (Standards I and VI)
10. Improving School Board Decision Making: The Data Connection (www.schoolboarddata.org) 

This Web site provides a book published by the National School Boards Foundation (available in PDF format), PowerPoint presentations suitable for training sessions, and other materials and support documentation to use when working with school board members to help them understand how to engage in data-driven decision making. (Standards I, III, and V)
